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Abstract
“Hua-Yulu” (also known as “Friar Bitter-melon on Painting”, written by Shi Tao

(1642-1707), has profound meanings and covers broad areas of theories, with
arguments that include the philosophy of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism while
presenting an open, multi-meaning and multi-level room for interpretation. Often the
same review of a painting can lead to pluralistic views of interpretations due to the
different personal creative experiences and life experiences of readers. It also has a
far-reaching impact for the calligraphy, painting and art creations by modern Chinese
people. This study not only focuses on the influence of Zen theories on Shi Tao's
painting and calligraphy creations as well as his theoretical system, but also further
proves it through Shi Tao's related discussion of “Yihua (a painting)” and the brush

and ink expression of the texturing method in his landscape painting.

Keywords: Zen, Literati Painting, Epiphany, Yihua
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